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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 714 12 5.1 24 49.9 100

SPaG 714 3.8 1.2 5 76.9 100
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

L4 - 4A coherent account. The candidate has also used religious language and terms extensively and accurately. 



Sticky Note

L1 - 1The candidate has made a simple statement. The first part of their answer is irrelevant. However, credit has been given to the last sentence; although it is not explained. 







Sticky Note

L2 - 2The candidate has provided an accurate account. They have made reference to being God's chosen people and to the idea of responsibility and commitment. 



Sticky Note

L3 - 3The candidate has provided an expanded justification of one point of view. They have made reference to how clothing shows who Jews are and explained the importance of the tefillin. 







Sticky Note

L3 - 6The candidate has used examples to back up their point of view. They have also provided an alternative viewpoint with evidence. 



Sticky Note

SPaG - 5/5The candidate has used spelling, punctuation and grammar with consistent accuracy. They have also used a wide range of religious terms. 





























 


Q.2 (a) Describe the role of the Beth Din in Judaism. 


 Reference may be made to: 


● The Beth Din deals with Jewish law. 
● They provide licences for restaurants, food outlets, shop and factories that 


produce food. 
● Helps a person who wishes to convert to Judaism and carries 


out conversions. 
● Deals with disputes within a business or wider Jewish community. 
● Issues the 'get' to those wishing to divorce. 


 


AO1 [4] 
 
 


(b) Explain the importance of the Shema for Jews. 
 


Reference may be made to: 
 


● It is a declaration of faith. 
● The Shema states there is only one God. 
● Reminds Jews that God is their God. 
● It states that Jews should wear tefillin and place the mezuzah on their 


doorposts. 
● The Shema should be the last thing a Jew says before death. 


 
AO1 [4] 


 
(c) Explain Jewish attitudes to abortion. 


 
Reference may be made to: 


 
● God is still involved in creating. 
● Every life is holy and has a God-given purpose - to destroy it wilfully is a 


transgression against God. 
● Credit reference to the Ten Commandments - 'You shall not kill'. 
● Only God can end a life. 
● Most Jews accept abortion if the mother's life is at risk. 
● Reform Jews / some Orthodox Jews accept abortion if he mother is likely 


to suffer mental illness / emotional stress caused by pregnancy. 
● Reform Jews accept abortion if the pregnancy was the result of 


rape/incest, or when the baby would be born with severe mental/physical 
handicap. Orthodox Jews are opposed to this. 


 
AO1 [4] 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







(d) ‘Divorce is always wrong.' 
Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer. 
(You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 


 
Points that could be discussed include: 


 
● Judaism has accepted divorce as a fact of life, although every effort will 


be made to keep the couple together. 
● It is better for a couple to divorce than to remain together in a state of 


constant bitterness and strife. 
● Some people fall out of love. 
● People can change - credit suitable examples. 
● Marriage is considered necessary for Jews. 
● Marriage allows couples' personalities to develop. 
● The Talmud states that a man without a woman is 'incomplete'. 
● Marriage is seen as the most secure place to bring up a family. 
● To potentially commit adultery goes against the Ten Commandments. 


 
 


AO2 [4] 
 


(e) ‘Sex before marriage is always wrong.' 
Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that 
you have considered more than one point of view. 
(You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 


 
Reasons that may be given an explained include: 


 
● It is physical act and is temporary. 
● It lacks the sanctification of marriage. 
● Could result in pregnancy. 
● It could lead to a promiscuous lifestyle. 
● Sex is holy and sacred and should be reserved for a married couple. 
● It is acceptable in today's society. 
● Contraception is readily available and is reliable. 
● It is a natural way of showing love for each other. 
● Media seem to encourage sex outside marriage. 
● The number of marriages is declining - couples cohabit happily without 


marriage. 
● The Talmud states that a man without a woman is (incomplete). 
 


AO2 [8] 
 


 





		4448 MS - Q2.pdf

		AO1 [4]

		AO1 [4]

		AO1 [4]

		AO2 [4]












Sticky Note

L0 - 0 The candidate has written about the incorrect festival. 



Sticky Note

L0 - 0The candidate has not explained how Rosh Hashanah is celebrated. 







Sticky Note

L2 - 2The candidate has provided an expanded justification. They have provided many reasons for why the Rabbi is important. 







Sticky Note

L2 - 3The candidate has included an expanded justification. They have made brief reference to the dietary laws. 












Sticky Note

L4 - 4The candidate has written a coherent account. They have used religious language and terms extensively. 



Sticky Note

L4 - 4The candidate has written a coherent account. They have explained the points they have made and used religious language extensively. 







Sticky Note

L3 - 3The candidate has made reference to the Promised Land. Their response shows knowledge and understanding.



Sticky Note

L1 - 1The candidate has provided one reason for their answer. The second part is a simple justification, showing that the synagogue brings the community together. 







Sticky Note

L4 - 8The candidate has communicated clearly their response. They have provided alternative viewpoints and religious and moral reasons. 












Sticky Note

L4 - 4The candidate has written a coherent account. They have used religious language and terms extensively. 



Sticky Note

L4 - 4The candidate has written a coherent account. They have used religious language and terms extensively and have explained the points they have made. 







Sticky Note

L4 - 4The candidate has written a coherent account. They have also written about the attitudes of Reform and Orthodox Jews. 



Sticky Note

L2 - 2The candidate has provided two viewpoints although they are not expanded. 







Sticky Note

L4 - 8A detailed response. The candidate has communicated their response clearly. They have used specialist language extensively and provided religious and moral reasons in their answer. 












Sticky Note

L3 - 3The candidate has written an account that shows knowledge and understanding. The candidate has used some religious terminology. The last sentence is a bit like a 'list'. 



Sticky Note

L4 - 4A coherent account. The candidate understands the importance of the Torah to Jews. They have also used specialist language. 







Sticky Note

L1 - 1The candidate has made reference to God making Abraham the leader of a Great Nation, therefore providing an accurate account. The second part shows the candidate does not fully understand the question. 



Sticky Note

L4 - 4The candidate has provided an expanded justification of two viewpoints. They have provided religious and moral reasons to justify their opinion. 







Sticky Note

L3 - 6The candidate has communicated clearly, using religious teaching and moral reasoning when appropriate. 





























Sticky Note

L1 - 1 The candidate has made some reference to circumcision. The answer is limited in content. 



Sticky Note

L2 - 2 The candidate has listed some of the Ten Commandments. However, they have not explained them. 







Sticky Note

L1 - 1 The answer is limited in scope. However, the candidate has made reference to forgiveness. 



Sticky Note

L0 - 0 The candidate has not made a relevant point of view to support the statement. 







Sticky Note

L1 - 2 The candidate has made a simple reference to lighting candles during Shabbat, as a way of learning about their religion. There is also reference to another point of view - Bar/Bat Mitzvah allows children to understand about their religion. 



Sticky Note

SPaG - 3/5The candidate has used spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar with considerable accuracy. They have also used a range of specialist religious terms. 
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2. Study the information below and answer the questions which follow.


 (a) Describe the role of the Beth Din in Judaism. [4]


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 (b) Explain the importance of the Shema for Jews. [4]
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The Shema is a prayer found in the Torah.
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 (c) Explain Jewish attitudes to abortion. [4]


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 (d) ‘Divorce is always wrong.’


  Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer.  
(You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [4]
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 (e) ‘Sex before marriage is always wrong.’


  Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have 
considered more than one point of view.


  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [8]
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Q.4 (a) Describe how Jews worship in a synagogue. 
 
  Reference may be made to: 
 


  ● Services can be led by a rabbi, a cantor or a member of the Jewish 
community. 


  ● Hold three services a day. 
  ● The Torah is collected from the ark and carried in procession at shoulder 


height to the bimah and is then placed on the Bimah to be read. 
  ● A person would be 'called up' to read the Torah. 
  ● After the Torah is read, it is carried around the synagogue before placing it 


back in the ark. 
  ● Prayers and blessings are said. 
  ● Sermons (a religious speech by the rabbi) will take place. 
  ● Women's gallery - men and women worship separately in an Orthodox 


synagogue. 
  ● Minyan (10 men) must be present. 


 
 AO1 [4] 
 
 (b) Explain why the Torah is important to Jews. 
 
  Reference may be made to: 
 
  ● The Torah is important because it is the Word of God. 
  ● God gave these words to Moses. 


  ● The Torah contains information regarding the covenant, the 613 
commandments, Ten Commandments, food laws, creation and other 
parts of Jewish history. 


  ● The Torah teaches Jews how to lead a worthy life. 
  ● The Torah allows Jews to feel closer to God. 
 
 AO1 [4] 
 
 (c) Explain what Judaism teaches about Israel as God's chosen nation. 
 
  Reference may be made to: 
 


  ● God promised Abraham that he would provide him and his followers a 
land to call their own. 


  ● Jews relationship with God depends on them keeping the 613 
commandments. 


  ● Jews understand the special relationship with God as a covenant. 
  ● This is the nation that God delivered from slavery in Egypt. 
  ● Jews understand that they must obey the covenant. 
 


 AO1 [4] 
 







 (d) ‘Synagogues are mainly places of worship.' 
  Do you agree or disagree?  Give two reasons for your answer. 
  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 
 
  Points that could be discussed include: 
 


  ● The ambience in the synagogue encourages Jews to continue their faith 
and Jewish lifestyle. 


  ● Reading of the Torah only takes place in the synagogue. 
  ● Importance of ritual objects found in the synagogue - Ark, Ten 


Commandments, Bimah, Ner Tamid, Menorah. 
  ● The rabbi delivers a sermon in the synagogue. 
  ● The synagogue serves a number of functions - House of Prayer, House of 


Assembly, House of Study, House of the People, House of Law, School. 
  ● The synagogue can be used for various activities - crèche, youth clubs, 


activities for the elderly, study groups, use of library, place of education. 
  ● The synagogue allows Jews to mix with other Jews.  It is a social place - it 


binds the community together. 
 
 AO2 [4] 
 
` (e) ‘Jews should never marry non-Jews.' 
  Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that 


you have considered more than one point of view. 
  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 
 
  Reasons that could be given and explained include: 
 


  ● Various problems and disagreements can occur (credit suitable 
examples). 


  ● The couple may not share similar beliefs. 
  ● It is difficult to maintain a Jewish way of life - observing mitzvot. 
  ● It does not ensure the continuation of the Jewish faith and nation. 
  ● They may not be able to worship/celebrate festivals together in the 


synagogue and home. 
  ● Marriage based on love is important. 
  ● We live in a multi-cultural society. 
  ● It may be difficult to find a Jewish partner in Britain. 
 
 AO2 [8] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 












Helen

Sticky Note

L3 - 3The candidate shows knowledge and understanding. They also use a range of religious language. 



Helen

Sticky Note

L2 - 2The candidate has started their answer by explaining why the Shema is important for Jews. The second part of the answer is slightly confusing and repetitive. 







Helen

Sticky Note

L4 - 4A coherent account. The candidate has used religious teachings to support their answer. 



Helen

Sticky Note

L3 - 3The candidate has provided two viewpoints. The second viewpoint is expanded. 







Helen

Sticky Note

L2 - 4The candidate has provided alternative viewpoints. However, parts of the answer are not relevant. 














































Sticky Note

L2 - 2The candidate has provided an appropriate explanation. Credit has been given for men and women being separated and for wearing the tallit and kippah. 



Sticky Note

L1 - 1The candidate has made an elementary statement about the Torah being important as it is the written law. 







Sticky Note

L1 - 1The candidate has provided an explanation which is limited in scope. There is reference to Israel as God's chosen nation. 



Sticky Note

L2 - 2The candidate has provided an expanded justification about how synagogues are more than places of worship. 







Sticky Note

L2 - 3The candidate has provided an expanded justification of one point of view. They have made reference to Jewish traditions being taught through the family and the importance of being born to a Jewish woman. 





























Helen

Sticky Note

L1 - 1The candidate has provided an elementary statement which is limited in scope. 



Helen

Sticky Note

L3 - 3The candidate has written an account that shows knowledge and understanding. They have explained some of the practices associated with the Ten Commandments. 







Helen

Sticky Note

L2 - 2The candidate has made an explicit link between beliefs and practices. They have used the teaching 'love thy neighbour' for the practice of caring for others. 



Helen

Sticky Note

L2 - 2The candidate has provided two viewpoints. They are also linked to an example. 







Helen

Sticky Note

L3 - 6The candidate has provided an alternative viewpoint. They have also provided evidence of religious teachings. 



Helen

Sticky Note

SPaG - 4/5The candidate has used correct spelling and grammar throughout their answer. They have also used some religious terms correctly. 
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1. Study the image below and answer the questions which follow.


Brit milah (circumcision) ceremony


 (a) Describe how a Jewish boy receives his name. [4]


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 (b) Explain how Jews obey the Ten Commandments. [4]
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 (c) Explain why Jews should care for others. [4]


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 (d) ‘Dress customs help Jews express their identity.’


  Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer.
  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [4]
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 (e) ‘Festivals are the best way to teach children about their religion.’


  Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have 
considered more than one point of view.


  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [8]


  Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are allocated to this 
question. [5]
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Sticky Note

L4 - 4A coherent account. The candidate has explained the role of the Beth Din in detail. 



Sticky Note

L2 - 2The candidate has made reference to the Shema, stating there is only one God. This is also developed in the last sentence. The answer is an accurate account. 







Sticky Note

L3 - 3The candidate has written an account that shows knowledge and understanding. The last sentence is not coherent. 



Sticky Note

L2 - 2The candidate has provided two viewpoints. They have made reference to the 'get' and discussed the idea of a second chance and forgiveness. 







Sticky Note

L3 - 5 The candidate has provided appropriate examples to justify one point of view. There is also recognition of an alternative viewpoint. 












Sticky Note

L4 - 4The candidate has written a coherent account. They have used religious language and terms extensively and have interpreted them accurately. 



Sticky Note

L4 - 4The candidate has written a coherent account, explaining religious practices. They have used religious language and terms extensively. 







Sticky Note

L3 - 3The candidate has written an account showing knowledge and understanding. They have also used religious language, although the response in not coherent. 



Sticky Note

L2 - 2The candidate has provided two reasons. However, these reasons are not explained. 







Sticky Note

L3 - 6The candidate has communicated clearly both points of view. They have used some religious and moral reasons, however, their response is slightly repetitive. 
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4. Study the information below and answer the questions which follow.
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 (a) Describe how Jews worship in a synagogue. [4]


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 (b) Explain why the Torah is important to Jews. [4]


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


The internal features of a synagogue help Jews with worship and prayer.
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 (c) Explain what Judaism teaches about Israel as God’s chosen nation. [4]


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 (d) ‘Synagogues are mainly places of worship.’


  Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer.  
(You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [4]
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 (e) ‘Jews should never marry non-Jews.’


  Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have 
considered more than one point of view.


  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [8]
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Q.1 (a) Describe how a Jewish boy receives his name. 
 


  Reference may be made to: 
 


  ● The boy receives his name during a Brit Milah ceremony. 
  ● The ceremony takes place at home or in the synagogue. 
  ● Mohel (trained circumciser) performs the Brit Milah. 
  ● The foreskin is removed from the baby boy's penis eight days after birth. 
  ● Parents select a man and woman to act as kvatters (godparents). 
  ● The godmother would take the baby from his mother and carries him on a 


cushion to the room where the ceremony will take place. 
  ● Women are not present during the ceremony. 
  ● The mohel places the baby on an empty chair known as the Chair of 


Elijah. 
  ● The sandek will hold the baby on his lap where the circumcision takes 


place. 
  ● The father recites a blessing acknowledging that God has commanded 


this operation so the baby can enter the covenant. 
  ● The mohel recites a blessing over the child and performs the operation. 
  ● The baby is then given his name and a blessing is made over a glass of 


wine. 
  ● A drop of wine is placed on the baby's lips, then returned to his mother. 
  ● After the ceremony a celebration will take place. 
    AO1 [4] 
 
 (b) Explain how Jews obey the Ten Commandments. 
 


  Reference may be made to: 
 


  ● They will believe in and worship only one God. 
  ● Use God's name with respect. 
  ● They will observe the Sabbath day. 


  ● Credit reference to honouring their father and mother, not committing 
murder or committing adultery, not stealing, or lying, or being envious of 
others. 


    AO1 [4] 
 
 (c) Explain why Jews should care for others. 
 


  Reference may be made to: 
 


  ● It is a duty to help those who are worse off. 
  ● Jews believe that everyone is equal in the eyes of God so should be 


cared for. 
  ● Justice is important in Judaism.  People should be treated fairly. 
  ● Humanity is made in the 'image of God' so should be cared for. 
  ● 'Love they neighbour'. 
  ● Reference to the last six of the Ten Commandments. 
    AO1 [4] 







 (d) ‘Dress customs help Jews express their identity.’ 
  Do you agree or disagree?  Give two reasons for your answer. 
  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 
 
  Points that could be discussed include: 
 
  ● It shows devotion to God. 
  ● Helps a person to be in the correct frame of mind for worship. 


  ● They are meaningful - kippah, reminder that God is above them, tefillin - 
God must be kept in mind and heart, Tallit - 613 threads a reminder of the 
613 mitzvot. 


  ● It helps Jews focus on God and prevents other distractions. 
  ● It show pride in their identity. 
  ● It shows obedience - they are instructed to wear these in the Torah. 
  ● Credit reference to Hasidim: 


  ● Megan David - symbol of Judaism.  Since 1948, the Megan David has 
been the symbol found on the Israeli flag.  The intertwining triangles make 
them inseparable, like the Jewish people. 


 
  Accept alternative ways of expressing identity. AO2 [4] 
 
 
 (e) ‘Festivals are the best way to teach children about their religion.' 
  Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that 


you have considered more than one point of view. 
  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 
  Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are 


allocated to this question. [5] 
 
  Reasons that may be given and explained include: 
 
  ● It helps children to focus on the festival. 
  ● Children learn more by doing, rather than just reading about a festival. 
  ● Children feel they have an important role to play in the home. 
  ● Taking part in the activities is considered 'fun'. 
  ● Some children are shy and may feel intimidated by such involvement. 
  ● Celebrating the festivals may be considered tedious for a child. 
  ● It may result in some children turning their back on religion. 
 


AO2 [8+5] 












Sticky Note

L1 - 1Credit has been given for the second sentence. The first sentence does not describe the role. The answer is limited in scope. 



Sticky Note

L1 - 1The response is limited in scope. The candidate has made reference to the Shema being so important that it is said 3 times a day. 







Sticky Note

L1 - 1The response is limited in scope. The candidate has not made reference to religious attitudes, in their answer. 



Sticky Note







Sticky Note

L2 - 4The candidate has provided two appropriate justifications. There is also some reference to religious teaching. 












Helen

Sticky Note

L2 - 2The candidate has provided an accurate account and has used some religious language. 



Helen

Sticky Note

L2 - 2The candidate has started their answer with accurate information. However, the second part is not clearly written. 







Helen

Sticky Note

L1 - 1An answer that is limited in scope. The candidate has made reference to the Covenant. 



Helen

Sticky Note

L4 - 4The candidate has provided expanded justifications of two viewpoints. They have provided examples to back each point. 







Helen

Sticky Note

L2 - 4The candidate has provided two appropriate justifications. They have also included some religious teaching. 

































































































Sticky Note

L4 - 4The candidate has written a coherent account. They have used religious language and terms extensively. 



Sticky Note

L4 - 4The candidate has written a coherent account. They have explained some of the Ten Commandments instead of writing a list. 







Sticky Note

L4 - 4The candidate has written a coherent account. They have provided and explained many reasons why Jews should care for others.



Sticky Note

L2 - 2The candidate has provided two reasons. However, the first reason is not relevant. The second reason is developed and linked to an example. 







Sticky Note

L4 - 8The candidate has communicated clearly and appropriately. They have used religious language and included alternative viewpoints. 



Sticky Note

SPaG - 5/5The candidate has used correct spelling, punctuation and grammar with consistent accuracy. They have also used a wide range of Jewish terms adeptly and with precision. 












Sticky Note

L4 - 4A coherent account. The candidate has used religious language extensively. 



Sticky Note

L3 - 3The candidate has written an account showing knowledge and understanding. 







Sticky Note

L3 - 3The candidate has shown some knowledge and understanding of resurrection. 



Sticky Note

L2 - 2The candidate has provided one side of the argument. They have provided an example - 'every Jew makes the community'. 







Sticky Note

L2 - 4The candidate has provided two appropriate justifications. They have backed these up with examples. 
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3. Study the image below and answer the questions which follow.


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


Rosh Hashanah


 (a) Describe how Jews celebrate Yom Kippur. [4]


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 (b) Explain how Jews celebrate Rosh Hashanah. [4]
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 (c) Explain Jewish teachings about resurrection. [4]


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 (d) ‘The Rabbi is the most important person in the Jewish community.’


  Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer.  
(You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [4]
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 (e) ‘It is not difficult to follow Jewish dietary laws in Britain.’


  Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have 
considered more than one point of view.


  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [8]
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Q.3 (a) Describe how Jews celebrate Yom Kippur. 
 


Reference may be made to: 


 


 


● On the eve of Yom Kippur men use a mikveh. 
● It is customary to wear white at Yom Kippur, as a sign of purity. 
● Jews fast for 25 hours to concentrate on prayer and repentance. 
● They do not wash, have sexual intercourse, anoint their bodies with oil or 


wear sandals / leather shoes, gold jewellery - no luxury. 
● Five synagogue services - Jews reflect on sins and pray for forgiveness. 
● Afternoon service - book of Jonah is read. 
● The Kol Nidrei service is held as the sun sets - annulment of vows. 
● Sins are confessed aloud by the congregation. 
● Final prayers - the neilah 'the closing of the gates'. Doors of the Ark are 


now closed symbolising that God has completed His judgement. 
● A single blast of the shofar announces that the fast is over. 
● Relatives who have died are remembered and yahrzeit candles are lit. 
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(b) Explain why Jews celebrate Rosh Hashanah. 


 
Reference may be made to: 


 
● Evening service in the synagogue - God addressed as a King. 
● Lengthy morning service - 100 notes sounded on Shofar. 
● Prayers chanted revolving round evaluation of the past year, repentance 


for sins and seeking forgiveness. 
● No work is done. 
● At home there is a festive meal - no bitter food is eaten. Symbolic food 


are eaten/placed on the table - bread/apples dipped in honey, fish head, 
round chalah loaf. 


● Custom of tashlich. 
● Greetings exchanged - cards / telephone calls / in person - 'May you be 


inscribed (God's Book of Life) for a good year.' 
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(c) Explain Jewish teachings about resurrection. 
 


Reference may be made to: 
 


● Belief in the eventual resurrection of the dead is a fundamental belief in 
Judaism. 


● References to resurrection are made in Jewish prayers. 
● Resurrection of the dead will take place in the messianic age. 
● The wicked will not be resurrected. 
● Many Hasidic Jews believe in reincarnation. 
● Reference to going to Heaven. 
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(d) ‘The Rabbi is the most important person in the Jewish community.' 
Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer. (You 
must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 


 
Points that could be discussed include: 


 
● The rabbi supports the spiritual welfare of their congregation. 
● They prepare children for their Bar/Bat Mitzvah and reach his community 


about Judaism. 
● Members of the community can lead synagogue worship. 
● The cantor/chazzan often conduct services. 
● The cantor/chazzan leads the singing in the community. 
● The cantor/chazzan can assist the rabbi in their pastoral duties. 
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(e) ‘It is not difficult to follow Jewish dietary laws in Britain.' 


Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that 
you have considered more than one point of view. 
(You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 


 
Reasons that could be given and explained include: 


 
● It is easier to obtain kosher food in a multi-religious society. 
● Much of the religion is practised in the home so it is not difficult. 
● Socialising should not be a problem - Jews could take their own food. 
● The food laws have been observed for so long, they are easy to follow. 
● It may cause difficulties between the younger generation, in particular, 


who may find it difficult socialising with non-Jewish friends. 
● There may be problems at school or in work obtaining kosher food. 
● There are fewer restaurants available for kosher food. 
● Obtaining kosher food may be difficult. 
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Helen

Sticky Note

L2 - 2The candidate has made some attempt to explain how Jews celebrate Yom Kippur. The last part does not refer to 'how'. 



Helen

Sticky Note

L3 - 3The candidate has shown knowledge and understanding. The last part of their answer is not explained. 
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Sticky Note

L1 - 1An answer that is limited in scope. The candidate has made reference to going to Heaven with God. 
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Sticky Note

L3 - 3The candidate has provided two reasons for their answer. The first part is an expanded justification although the second part is not developed. 







Helen

Sticky Note

L2 - 3The candidate has provided an expanded justification of one point of view. They have also included a second simple appropriate justification at the end of their answer. 







